%4                The Story of the Winged-S
a year spent in Paris in the excellent school of Mr.
Duvignau de Lanneau proved to be interesting and
useful. By that time the situation in Russia had
become better, studies were resumed in the universi-
ties, and it was possible for me to return and enter the
Polytechnic Institute of Kiev in the fall of 1907.
Although a reasonably successful student during my
first academic year, I was not particularly interested in
the theoretical studies and in higher mathematics,
which appeared too remote from actual work. While
at home, I still enjoyed my little workshop and
laboratory where I built and experimented with
various mechanical devices, among which was a steam-
driven motor-cycle.